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New Titles for Children and Young PeoDle.
Audubon, John James. Favorite animals of
America; engravings by John J. Audubon and
John Woodhouse Audubon; text by Kenneth D.
Morrison. Grosset, 1951. 25p. $1. All ages.
Favorite birds of America;
text by Kenneth D. Morrison. Grosset, 1951.
25p. $1. All ages,
Two collections of pictures by Audubon and
his son. Each book contains 28 full-page, full-
color illustrations with brief text describing
the bird or animal that is pictured. Both books
have illustrations and text on the end papers.
Laminated board bindings. Picture-book size.
Bailard, Virginia. Ways to improve your
personality: by Virginia Bailard and Ruth
Strang; drawings by Jane Oliver. Whittlesey
House, 1951. 249p. $3. Gr.8-10. (D18;D37;
D47;D120)
An interestingly written and helpful
discussion of many of the personality problems
that adolescents face at home, at school, at
work, or in strictly social situations.
Solutions to the problems are suggested although
the book will probably be most useful in helping
young people to understand why the problems
arise and to realize that other people are
having the same difficulties. Self-rating
charts are given at the end of each chapter.
Contains a useful bibliography of books for
further reading and of visual aids. Indexed.
Bailey, Ralph Edgar. Tim's fight for the valley.
Dutton, 1951. 246p. $2.50. Gr.8-10.
When Tim Blake is called home from the
agricultural college where he is in his second
year he is dismayed to find the home farm
suffering from severe erosion as a result of
unusually heavy spring rains. Faced with the
choice of either giving up the farm or leav.ng
school he chooses to fight for the farm. His
struggle is. hampered by unscrupulous neighbors
who want to buy up all the valley farms, dam
the river, and turn the entire valley into a
power project. With the help of government
agents Tim saves his own farm andconvinces his
neighbors that they can do likewise. The book
is a strong plea for conservation and the work
of the U. S. Soil Conservation Service and as
such will have value. Although the plot is not
new the characterizations are convincing and the
book will have appeal for young people who are
interested in conservation and farming.
Ball, Elsie. Perilous voyage; illus. by Ralph
Ray. Abingdon-Cokesbury, 1951. 128p. $1.75.
Gr.4-6. (D134)
A story of the early days of Christianity.
As a result of his uncle's treachery Rufus is
taken into captivity and his father is killed.
The boy vows to avenge his father's death and
regain his rightful place as head of the tribe.
He is faced at first with the problem of
escaping from the brigands who killed his father
and then from the Roman general who defeats the
brigands. While traveling with the Romans
Rufus meets Paul, accepts his teachings, and
gives up his own desire for revenge. The story
pictures a way of life in ancient Palestine that
is not usually shown in Biblical stories.
Barker, Melvern. Little sea legs. Oxford, 1951
30p. $2. K-Gr.2.
Picture-story book of a small boy who lived
near the sea and who longed to go with the men
on the fishing boat. His chance comes one day
and after an unhappy session with sea sickness
he finds his sea legs and becomes a regular part
of the crew. The story and illustrations are
similar to Ardizzone's Little Tim and the brave
sea captain (Oxford, 1936) and will have much
the same appeal to children. Young children will
enjoy having the story read aloud and beginning
readers can handle it alone.
Blyton, Enid. Mr. Tumpy and his caravan;
pictures by Dorothy M. Wheeler. Parkwood
Press, 1951. 66p. $2.25.
Mr. Tumpy leaves home, where his sister makes
life miserable for him with her scolding, and
joins Spells, a not too competent wizard, in his
magic caravan. The two have many adventures in
fanciful lands. Mediocre writing and comic book
type illustrations that are lacking in either
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humor or beauty. Fine print and uneven inking
make difficult reading. Not recommended.
Bonsels, Waldemar. The adventures of Maya the
bee; illus. by Rafeello Busoni; trans. by
Adele Szold Seltzer. Pellegrini, 1951.
191p. $3.
New edition of a book first published in
Germany almost fifty years ago. Maya has the
ideas and sensibilities that characterize
human beings rather than bees and the result
is that she becomes neither bee nor human.
Such highly personified nature study was
popular fifty years ago but is now regarded as
nothing more than fiction of a fantasy type.
The writing is too difficult for the fairy
tale age and lacks appeal for older readers.
Bridgewater, Edith. Wimble folk and rimble
seed. Exoosition Press, 1951. 48p. $1.50.
Rhymes about people who live in Wimble
land. Some of the poems have a nice lilt but
many of them are forced rhymes and weak rhythms.
Not an outstanding collection.
urnett, Constance Buell. Lucretia Mott, girl
Sof old Nantucket; illus. by Sandra James.
Bobbs-Merrill, 1951. 192p. (Childhood of
famous Americans series). $1.75. Gr.3-5.
An acceptable picture of a Quaker child-
hood in old Nantucket. This has the same
faults as other books in the series - mediocre
writing and the telescoping of the subject's
entire life from teen-age on into a few pages.
In spite of these handicaps it will be useful
as a picture of the place and the period.
Carroll, Ruth (Robinson). Peanut; by Ruth and
Latrobe Carroll. Oxford, 1951. 48p. $1.75.
Gr.2-4.
Peanut is a tiny puppy, so small he can
sit on a spool of thread. He is happy as long
as his family lives in the city but he does
not like it when they move to the country and
Donald gets a Great Dane to play with. How-
ever after Peanut gets lost one night and the
Great Dane finds hin the two become friends
and Peanut is no longer jealous. An amusing
story that is easy enough for beginning readers
to handle alone.
Cavanna, Bgtty. Two's compan'y; illus. by
Edward J. Smith. Westminster, 1951. 189p.
$2.50.
"Restored Williamsburg is the scene of
Miss Cavanna's latest book for teen-age girls.
Eighteen-year-old Claire Farrell goes to visit
her grandparents in Williamsburg so she can be
near Whit Bowden, a young actor with whom she
is infatuated. Prepared to be bored with
everything but Whit, Claire finds herself
caught up by the spirit of the restoration and
eventually persuades her grandfather to sell
his house to Colonial Williamsburg. The
characters are all types rather than real
people: Claire is the typical trying-to-be-
sophisticated eighteen-year-old in'the throes
of first love; Whit Bowden is the conceited,
shallow young actor who disillusions her; the
"other woman" is Lida Belle Carter - all blond
hair and southern drawl until an emergency
arises and then she is the only efficient one
in the crowd; the "other man" is Philip Young,
an architect of the restoration who shows Claire
that her heart really belongs to him and to
Williamsburg. Then there is Grandfather, who
fights the restoration until brought into line
by his granddaughter; and thirty-five-year-old
Aunt Rosemary who surprises Claire by turning
out to have not only a brain but a very success-
ful love affair. Teen-age girls will undoubted-
ly greet these characters as old friends for,
like Williamsburg, they have not been created
so much as "restored". Not recommended.
Chase, Richard. Wicked John and the devil;
pictures by Joshua Tolford. Houghton, 1951.
39p. 12. Gr.4-6.
Retelling of an old folk tale. Wicked
John is so bad he scares even the devil. After
he dies he is denied entrance into either
Heaven or Hell and so is condemned to wander
over the earth looking for a olace to settle.
Excellent illustrations add to the humor of
the story.
Commager, Henry Steele. America's Robert E.
SLee; illus. by Lynd Ward. Houghton, 1951.
11Tp. $3. Gr.6-12.
Comoanion vclume to America's Ethan Allen
(olbrook. Houghton, 1949) and America's Paul
Revere (Forbes. Houghton, 1946). The story
of Lee's life is told simply but with great
dignity and with more details about his Dart
in the Mexican War than are usually included
in his biograohies. The style is easy enough
for sixth graders and will have interest for
readers through high school. Beautifully
illustrated.
Cross, John Keir. Blackadder; a tale of the
days of Nelson and Trafalgar; illus. by
Robin Jacques. Dutton, 1951. 223p. $2.50.
Gr.7-9.
A story of the second Napoleonic War that
includes smuggling, spying, shipwreck, and the
Battle of Trafalgar. Presumably the story was
edited by Stephen MacFarlane, hero of The
angry planet, from some curious old manuscripts
written by the characters of the story and was
found by Mr. Cross after MacFarlane started on
his last trip into space. Although each
section is supposedly written by a different
person there is unity to the style and a
smooth flow to the plot. The story concerns
the notorious smuggler, Blackadder, who is
revealed by two young boys to be a French spy.
Their adventures in trying first to capture
the spy and then to escape from him take them
to France and finally to Trafalgar with
Nelson. The presentation of the material as
true is well done and there is Just enough
basis of fact in the background incidents that
librarians may well find young readers
objecting to the book's classification in
fiction.
Crowley, Maude. Azor and the blue-eyed cow;
a Christmas story; pictures by Helen Sewell.
Oxford, 1951. 72p. $2.25. Gr.5-7.
Another story of Azor Peach and his
neighbors of Marblehead. Azor has finally
reached an age at which the animals no longer
talk to him but he has not exhausted the
possibilities of adventures with them. The
story this time concerns his attempt to save
the blue-eyed cow, Clara,-and at the same time
prove to his brother, Matthew, that there
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really is a Santa Claus. Nice humor and a
perfect ending.
Dean, Agnes Louise. Good luck Mary Ann!;
illus. by Katharine R. Wireman. Abingdon-
Cokesbury, 1951. 160p. $2. Gr.4-6.
Ten-year-old Mary Ann is on a week's
probation at Long Nook to see if she and Aunt
Sophia get along well enough for her to stay
there during the summer while her parents are
traveling. At Long Nook Mary Ann picnics on
the beach, helps clean house, and generally
has a wonderful time. By the end of the week
she and Aunt SoDhia are both convinced that
the summer will be successful. A slight but
pleasing story.
Earle, Vana. The busy man; written and illus.
by Vana Earle. Lothrop, 1951. 26p. $1.75.
K-Gr. 1.
The busy man lives in a shack by the rail-
road tracks. He putters around the house,
helps out at the bakery and candy stores and
generally keeps busy. The text is easy
enough for beginning readers but there is not
sufficient story to hold the attention of
readers beyond the first grade. Nice illus-
trations.
Finney, Gertrude E. Sleeping mines. Longmans,
1951. 241p. $2.50.
Six years after her father's death, Susan
Claremore sets out to save the mines he had
given his life to working and to find the rich
strike he had made just before his death. In
addition to having to do all the work of
prospecting herself she has to persuade her
timid mother and boy-crazy younger sister to
spend the summer at the mines and then keep
them happy - or reasonably so - while there.
It takes all summer but at the very last
minute she finds the strike and her future
husband so all ends well. The setting is
interesting but the plot and characters too
lacking in originality to have much appeal.
The three women swoon every time a man comes
within sight and talk and think more like
characters from a Victorian novel than
products of the twentieth century. Not recom-
mended.
Freuchen, Pipaluk. Eskimo boy; trans. from
the Danish; illus, by Ingrid Vang Nyman.
Lothrop, 1951. 96p. $2.50. Gr.6-8.
After the tragic day when Ivik saw his
father killed by a walrus, the small Eskimo
boy tried to assume the responsibilities of
his household. It was almost too much for
the young boy but his courage and perseverance
saved him and his family from starvation.
The illustrations and format are uninspiring
and make the story seem less interesting than
it actually is.
Fry, Rosalie K. Pipkin sees the world;
written and illus. by Rosalie K. Fry.
Dutton, 1951. 96p. $2. Gr.4-6.
The adventures of a small woodmouse
through each month of the year. Slightly
personified but not enough to affect the
book's value as nature study material.
Beautiful illustrations that add to the
value and appeal of the book.
Gale, Elizabeth. Julia Valeria; a story of
ancient Rome; illus, by Bruno Frost.
Putnam's, 1951. 243p. $2.50. Gr.7-9.
A story of Rome during the days of
Augustus Caesar. Julia Valeria's father is
serving in Gaul and she and a cousin, Claudia,
live with their aunt, Lavina. A mystery arises
when a letter from Julia's father arrives with
the wrong seal and with the contents obviously
changed. In trying to solve this and other
mysteries relating to her father's loyalty to
Augustus, Julia faces dangers and hardships
but is finally successful in helping clear her
father's name and settling her own future. In
addition to the excellent picture of life in
Rome the story has elements of love and mystery
that should aopeal to modern readers.
Garst, Doris Shannon. Rusty at Ram's Horn
Ranch; illus. by Raymond Creekmore.
Abingdon-Cokesbury, 1951. 191p. 02.50
Gr.6-8.
When twelve-year-old John David's uncle
tried to force him to change the brand on a
palomino that had been brought in with a wildhorse band the boy ran away from home. He
landed at the Ram's Horn Ranch where he was
given a job and the nickname of Rusty and
eventually was adopted by the Leonard's. This
follows a rather typical pattern for ranch
stories except that it is about a sheep ranch
rather than a cattle ranch. The characters
are realistically portrayed and the situations
are plausible.
Godwin, Stephani. Roman eagle; by Stephani and
Edward Godwin. Oxford, 1951. 211p. $3.
Gr.9-12.
A story of the romance between a young
Roman noble and a Jewish girl at the time of
Christ. Marcus and Damaris are secretly
married but he is forced to leave Palestine
before anyone knows of their marriage and before
Marcus knows that Damaris is pregnant. After
many adventures in Rome, where his father
commits suicide to avoid political intrigues
that would disgrace the family name, and in
Gaul, Marcus returns to Palestine as a poor
clerk in his uncle's export firm. Here he
makes friends with the aoostle Peter and
eventually is reunited with Damaris. A
maturely written love story for older readers.
Harlow, Alvin Fay. The Ringlings, wizards of
the circus; illus. with photographs. Messner,
1951. 181p. $2.75. Gr.7-9.
A well-written biography of the famous
brothers who built the biggest show on earth.
Although there is some information about the
actual running of a circus of this size, the
emphasis is on the lives of the Ringling
brothers and especially of Al Ringling, who
was the oldest boy and the one primarily
responsible for the show's success.
Heuman, William. Wonder boy. Morrow, 1951.
186o. $2.50. Gr.7-9.
Twenty-five year old Frank Molloy had one
try at major league baseball but was ruined
when a blow on the head made him ball shy.After that he played the semi-pro leagues until
he met Ad Preston, seventeen-year-old high
school pitcher and a sensational player. In
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trying to make sure that Ad became a success
Frank overcame his handicap and returned to
major league ball. This is acceptable base-
ball and has interesting characterizations.
Higgins, Helen Boyd. Juliette Low. Girl
Scout; illus. by Paul Laune. Bobbs-Merrill,
1951. 192p. (Childhood-of famous Americans
series) $1.75.
An account of the childhood of Juliette
Low with the emphasis on her life during the
Civil War. The author has stressed the fact
that Juliette Low was a willful, inconsiderate
child and although this may make her seem
more real it does not make her very likeable.
The later years are covered so sketchily that
the reader is never very sure that Mrs. Low's
character changed to any great extent. Not
recommended.
Holling, Holling Clancy. Minn of the
Mississipoi; written and illus. by Holling
Clancy Holling. Houghton, 1951. 87p. $3.
Gr.7-9.
Minn is a snapping turtle who was born
in the Lake Itasca region at the head of the
Mississippi River and traveled down the River
until she finally reached the Gulf. In tell-
ing her story the author gives a detailed
description of the River as it is today and
something of its history. Minn is not
personified and is a welcome relief to the
usual pattern of animals who have inherited
from their parents a store of knowledge and
wisdom that few humans achieve in a lifetime
of study and experience. The book has much
the same auality in both text and illustra-
tions that are found in Paddle to the sea.
A fine book for family reading.
Hubbard, Freeman Henry. The roundhouse cat
and other railroad animals; illus. by
Kurt Wiese. Whittlesey House, 1951. 124p.
62. Gr.3-5.
A group of stories about animals, wild
and tame, that have-been in some way connected
with railroads. Most of the stories have an
element of humor to them and all are
interesting reading.
Humphreys, Dena. The big book of animals
every child should know; pictures by
Rudolf Freund. Grosset, 1951. 24p. (Big
treasure books) $1. Gr.2-4.
Full page illustrations and brief text
show various animals a child is likely to
meet either in the woods or the zoo. Good
as a beginning nature study book. Laminated
boards. Picture-book size.
Hurd, Edith (Thacher). Old Silversides;
illus. by Clement Hurd. Lothrop, 1951.
31p. $1.50. Gr.2-4.
Full page illustrations and easy text
tell the story of a cross-country bus both
on the road and in the repair shops. This
is similar to the Hurd's Caboose, with the
same combination of story interest and facts.
A good book for reading aloud and easy enough
for third and fourth graders to handle alone.
Johnson, Grace. Kay Ann; by Grace and Harold
Johns.on. Whittlesey House, 1951. 221p.
$2.50.
Kay Ann is a horse loving girl whose
favorite boy friend not only likes to ride but
is the football hero of the high school. In
this story of one school year the author has
brought in all the traditional elements of the
horse story, sport story, school story, family
life story and community life story. The
result is a hodge-podge that lacks unity and
interest. Not recommended.
udson, Clara Ingram. City neighbor; the story
of Jane Addams; illus. by Ralph Ray.
Scribner, 1951. 130p. $2.50. Gr.4-6.
A simply written biography of Jane Addams
and of Hull House, that not only makes Miss
Addams seem very real but catches the spirit of
her work in the slums of Chicago.
Kipling, Rudyard. Jungle book; Mowgli, the
jungle boy; illus. by William Bartlett.
Grosset, 1951. 24p. $1.
Although there is no indication on the book
itself that this is nat the complete text, it
is in fact a considerably shortened and much
mutilated version of Kipling's story. Not
recommended.
Larom, Henry V. Bronco Charlie, rider of the
Pony Express; illus. by Wesley Dennis.
Whit'lesey House, 1951. 48p. $2. Gr.3-5.
Charlie Miller lived on a ranch in the mid-
1800's. Although he was only ten years old he
wanted desperately to become a Pony Express
rider. One day the chance came to replace one
of the riders and Charlie proved that he could
do the job as well as any man. The story is
based on actual facts told by Bronco Charlie
to the author and illustrator.
Lattimore, Eleanor Frances. Bells for a
Chinese donkey; written and illus. by Eleanor
Frances Lattimore. Morrow, 1951. 126p. $2.
Gr.2-4.
Slight but pleasant story of a small
Chinese girl who finds a silver bracelet,
returns it to its owner, and as a reward gets
her dearest wish - bells for her donkey. Easy
enough for second grade readers to handle alone
Lenski, Lois. Papa Small. Oxford, 1951. 45p.
$1.25. Gr.1-3.
Readers who have enjoyed the Mr. Small
books will like this one which introduces the
entire Small family. The story covers the
activities of the family from Monday through
Sunday.
Lenski, Lois. Prairie school. Liopincott,\\ 1951. 196p. $2.75. Gr.5-7.
In her latest regional story Miss Lenski
describes the prairies of South Dakota and the
blizzard of 1949. The story presents a good
picture of prairie life and in it the author
has paid an excellent tribute to the teachers
of the one room prairie schools. This is in
many ways one of Miss Lenski's best stories
and, since it is not hampered by a difficult
dialect, may well rival Strawberry girl in
popularity.
Lippincott, Joseph Wharton. The red roan pony;
illus, by C. W. Anderson. Lippincott, 1951.
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219p. $2.50. Gr.6-9. (D77;D133)
New edition of a well-written horse story
first published in 1934. Reddy, offspring of
a little Arabian circus pony and a stallion of
the wild herd of mustangs on the Wyoming
plains, wins the heart of Jimmie Morton who
catches and trains him for his own. The plot
includes not only the thrilling adventures of
Jimmie and the red roan pony on the plains of
the West, but shifts scenes to the East where
Reddy stars in horse-shows, hunts and races.
Fast-moving plot with realistic situations and
characters. Illustrations (one in color) are
beautifully done in Anderson's characteristic
style.
McGinley, Phyllis Louise. The horse who had
his picture in the paper; pictures by Helen
Stone. Lippincott, 1951. 48p. $2. K-Gr.2.
In this sequel to The horse who lived
upstairs Joey sets out to win fame for Mr.
Polaski by getting his picture in the paper.
How he finally succeeds after many trials will
prove quite satisfying to young readers. A
book for reading aloud or for third graders to
handle alone.
MacManus, Seumas, ed. The bold heroes of
Hungry Hill and other Irish folk tales; re-
told by Seumas MacManus; illus. by Jay
Chollick. Pellegrini, 1951. 207p. $2.75.
Gr.4-6.
A collection of Irish folk tales told as
MacManus remembered hearing them from the
last of the Irish Shanachies. A good collec-
tion for the storyteller and for the indepen-
dent reader who is at the fairy tale stage.
Marshall, Dean. Wish on the moon; illus. by
Dorothy Bayley Morse. Dutton, 1951. 192p.
$2.50. Gr.4-6. (D37;D88)
The Guthries, Leighs and Lennoxes are back
on the Invisible Island with a Hallowe'en
party and a left-over ghost. In addition to
the mild mystery there is some good material
on nature study worked into the story as the
children plan to turn their island into a bird
sanctuary. The author has done an excellent
job of maintaining a high quality of writing
in these three books and, although they are
sequels, each one stands alone as an entertain-
ing story with good characterizations and
excellent adult-children relations.
Masani, Minocheher Rustom. The growing human
family; illus. by C. G. H. Moorhouse.
Oxford, 1951. 127p. $2.50. Gr.7-9. (D28;
D137).
The story of the growth of social organi-
zations from the tribal units of pre-historic
times to a proposed world government for the
future. The explanations of changes are
clear and simple and are aided by charts
showing the different phases of development,
Where there are variations in explanations of
why certain changes took place the author
presents the different arguments and then
gives his own interpretation. The book will
be useful as an aid to understanding present
day problems and is especially interesting in
its use of Asia for examples of types of social
devel opment.
Pallas, Norvin. The secret -of Thunder
Mountain; illus, by Paul Kinnear. Washburn,
1951. 192p. $2.50.
A hidden gold mine, a reversed photograph,
a disguised mining engineer, and an impassive
Indian plus several red herrings and.a deal of
coincidence add up to a mystery story that does
not quite satisfy. Too much is left unexplain-
ed and too many incidents are introduced for no
apparent reason other than to baffle the
reader. Not recommended.
Peare, Catherine Owens. Mary McLeod Bethune.
Vanguard Press, 1951. 219p. $2.75. Gr.8-10
(D59).
An excellent biography of one of America's
most outstanding women. The emphasis is on the
work Mrs. Bethune has done to improve Negro
education in the South and especially her work
in establishing Bethune-Cookman College in
Florida.
Pease, Josephine van Dolzen. The children that
lived in a shoe; illus. by Elizabeth Webbe.
Rand-McNally, 1951. 32p. (Book-elf books)
254.
An expansion of the Mother Goose rhyme
giving more details of the life of the children
and eliminating the whipping before 'bedtime.
The spontaneity and fun of the original are
lost in the saccharin coating of both verses
and illustrations. Not recommended.
Pistorius, Anna. What dog is it? Wilcox &
Follett, 1951. 25p. $1.50. Gr.3-5.
Forty-nine dogs are illustrated and des-
cribed in brief text. The book follows the
same plan as the others in this series by
having the dogs described but not named in the
text. Each dog is numbered and the names
and numbers are listed at the back. These
books are suitable for nature study classes and
have been used successfully as remedial reading
material. Laminated boards.
Reed, William Maxwell. Patterns in the sky;
the story of the constellations; illus. by
D. F. Levett Bradley. Morrow, 1951. 125p.
$2.50. Gr.5-7.
Astronomy for young readers. The author
locates the constellations and explains the
origins of their names. The charts are
particularly good as they show both the
traditional pictures of the characters which
the constellations represent and how the stars
actually appear in the night sky.
Robinson, Gertrude. Smoking Hoof; illus. by
Peter Burchard. Oxford, 1951. 220p. $2.50.
Gr.7-9.
A story of the Revolutionary War as it was
fought in and around Fort Ticonderoga. Tim
Tucker was too young to fight and he had a
crippled shoulder but he was a good fifer, an
excellent scout, and owned a fine horse. It
was not long before he had enlisted as a fifer
and served as scout for the American armies.
This is good historical fiction and enough of
a horse story to use as a bridge from horse
stories to more varied reading.
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Ro ers, Frances. Mr. Brady's camera boy; illus.
Dudley G. Summers. Lippincott, 1951. 248p.
.75. Gr.7-9. (D59).
Washington, D. C. before the Civil War was
an exciting place for a young boy to live and
Timothy Todd found it doubly exciting when he
was given a job in Mathew Brady's Photographic
Art Gallery. Timothy, just up from North
Carolina not only learned photography but he
had many of his ideas about slavery changed
after he had been drawn into some of the acti-
vities of the Underground Railroad and had
made friends with a young Negro boy. Camera
enthusiasts should find the descriptions of
the early days of photography interesting,
especially the account of the pictures taken
during the Battle of Bull Run when the first
official American war photographs were made.
The book is also interesting as an unusual
sidelight on Washington and the pre-Civil War
period.
Sanders,-Jean Elsie. Tales from old Judea;
Bible stories told for children; illus. by
Virginia Grilley. Allan, 1951. 121p.
$2.50.
New edition of a book first published in
1942. These are interpretations of the Bible
stories to teach ideas of mind over matter.
Some of the ideas are simplified to the point
of being not only misleading but actually
dangerous if children take them literally.
For example: "... as long as Love is in your
thinking, fire cannot touch any part of you--
not your nands or your face or your arms."
Not recommended.
Schneider, Herman. Everyday weather and how
it works; pictures by Jeanne Bendick,
Whittlesey House, 1951. 189p. $2.75.
Gr.5-7.
A simplified explanation of the whats and
whys of weather that makes weather forecasting
understandable and interesting. Through
clear, simple directions and diagrams the
author and illustrator show how to make weather
forecasting instruments from materials that
can be easily obtained at little or no
expense. An excellent book for library and
home use.
Scholz, Jackson Volney. Fullback for sale.
Morrow, 1951. 256p. $2.50.
Mike Hardy thought he wanted to take
advantage of subsidized football until he
discovered the strings that were attached.
Then he and his roommate rebelled against the
tyranny of Bart Colburn, the man who was
paying their expenses, and set out to earn
their own way. Colburn reforms as far as
interfering with the coach and the team is
concerned but there 'is no evidence that he
plans to stop subsidizing the team. The
author is torn between two plots - a feud
between Mike and one of his teammates, and
the struggle between Colburn and the students -
and he never quite gets around to finishing
either of them. Not recommended,
Shapovalov, Michael. Let's read about Russia;
Sby Michael Shapovalov and Warren B. Walsh.
Fideler, 1950. 142p. $2.95. Gr.4-6. (D28;
D62).
-
In Part One Mr. Shapovalov describes the
geography, natural resources, and people of
Russia. In Part Two Mr. Walsh discusses the
present Russian government. This is an
excellent book to help present day youngsters
understand Russia and the differences between
the Russian and American forms of government.
Illustrated with photographs and maps.
Stewart, Anna Bird. Enter David Garrick;
illus. by Ernest H. Shepard. Lippincott,
1951. 278p. $3. Gr.8-10.
Writing with an obvious liking and
enthusiasm for her subject, the author has
presented David Garrick as a brilliant,
lovable man. To add to the pleasure and
usefulness of the book she has shown the birth
of modern drama and has given a picture of the
period and its people that makes both come
alive for the reader. Shepard's illustrations
add life and humor to the book.
Stolz, Mary Slattery. The sea gulls woke me.
Harper, 1951. 240p. $2.50. Gr.8-10.
Sixteen-year-old Jean Campbell had been
so completely dominated by her mother that
she was a social misfit and quite unhanoy. A
summer away from home at her uncle's island
resort hotel brought her her first experience
with growing up and a first love affair. Thishas the same maturity of writing that wasfound in the author's earlier stories and is
sure to please ,teen-age girls.
Summers, James L. Open season. Doubleday,
1951. 182p. $2. Gr.8-10. (D59;D47).
A collection of short stories about teen-
agers and their problems all of which origin-
ally appeared in either Seventeen or Senior
Prom. In one or two of the stories the moralis dragged in in an obvious manner that ruins
its effectiveness, but the collection as a
whole is good and some of the stories will beparticularly effective as intergroup material.
Themerson, Stefan. Mr. Rouse builds his
house; by Stefan Themerson and Barbara
Wright; drawings by Franciszka Themerson.
Lothrop, 1951. 117p. $1.25.
Presumably the authors intend this to be
a history of houses - their building, lighting
heating, and plumbing. The use of verse makes
simplifications necessary that are more often
confusing than enlightening and the whole toneis forced. The format is too unsubstantial to
withstand much use. Not recommended.
Turner, Mina. Town meeting means me; illus.
by Lloyd Coe. Houghton, 1951. 48p. $1.50.
Gr.2-4. (D28;D120).
A simplified explanation of town meetings-
what they are, how they work, and what each
person's responsibility is in making them
effective. A useful book for beginning unite
on rural and urban life to show the different
ways of governing small towns and large cities.
Vipont, Elfrida. The lark on the wing; illus.by Sandra James. Bobbs-Merrill, 1951. 2 5 5p.$2.50. Gr.8-10. (D134;D57).
Sequel to The lark at morn. Kit's father
dies leaving most of his money to Cousin Laura,
- 18 -
who kept house for him and who is completely
out of sympathy with Kit's desire to make
singing her career. Kit, however, is deter-
mined to continue with her singing and does
so by working full time in the Friends Inter-
national Service office and studying with Papa
Andreas. Not only does Kit's career reach its
climax, her love affair with Terry Chauntesinger
is satisfactorily settled. This has the same
calm, peaceful writing of the first book and
is even more mature in the ideas presented.
Winner of the Carnegie Award Medal for 1950.
Walden, Amelia Elizabeth. A girl called
Hank. Morrow, 1951. 254p. 2.50.
The four Baxter boys were quite disappoint-
ed when the fifth baby turned out to be a girl.
They had wanted another boy to make a full
basketball team, but they compromised by naming
the baby Hank and teaching her to play basket-
ball like a boy. This is the story of Hank's
senior year when she finally accepts her role
as a girl and wins in a conflict with the new
gym teacher and an envious classmate. The
characters change too rapidly and too melo-
dramatically to be convincing. Not recommended.
Weir, Ruth Cromer. Leif Ericson. explorer;
illus. by Harve Stein. Abingdon-Cokesbury,
1951. 128p. $1.50. Gr.4-6. \N
Fictionized account of the life of LeifV
Ericson and the voyages that resulted in the
first discovery of America. Told with vigor
and drama that make both the period and the
people come to life.
Wilson, Charles G. Guns in the wilderness; a
story of colonial days; illus. by Bob Meyers.
Washburn, 1951. 191p. $2.50. Gr.7-9.
Noell Goffe and his great-uncle left
England where their life was endangered by te
part their family had played in Cromwell's
revolt against Charles I. In America, Noell
set about looking for his grandfather who had
come over many years before and in the search
became involved in the Indian wars with King
Philip. During the battle of Hadley, Noell
finally discovered his grandfather. The story
is told in the first person but has enough
action and suspense to overcome the usual
objection to this style. Much of the material
is based on an American legend which the
author explains in an appendix.
Woodham-Smith, Cecil. Lonely crusader; the
life of Florence Nightingale, 1820-1910;
abridged ed. of the definitive biography
Florence Nightingale by the same author.
Whittlesey House, 1951. 255p. $3. Gr.8-12.
Florence Nightingale (Whittlesey House,
1951) was the first authoritative biography of
Miss Nightingale that was based on papers
recently made public by the Nightingale family.
In this edition the author has shortened the
original book by cutting some of the details of
Miss Nightingale's later years and putting the
emphasis on her girlhood and her experiences
during the Crimean War. The result is an
excellent biography that will be read with
pleasure and interest by all young people.
Zaffo, George J. The big book of real
locomotives. Grosset 1951. 13p. $1. Gr.1-6.
Another in the.author's series of "Big
books". The front end papers have a brief
history of locomotives and pictures of eight
early trains. The back end papers picture
four types of modern switch engines. Three of
the pages pull out to make full-color pictures,
each three feet long, which adds greatly to
the effectiveness of the book. Laminated
boards.
Instructional Materials, Suoolementary Reading
and Sources of Materials
The materials listed here are not available
from the Children's Book Center. Orders
should be sent to the publishers of the
individual items.
Book Week Material---The Children's Book
Council once again has prepared colorful and
entertaining materials for use with Book Week
displays. The materials include a poster by
Marcia Brown; four two-color streamers
designed by James Daugherty, Tibor Gergely,
Kurt Wiese, and Garth Williams; full-color
book marks; and two phonograph records. For
full information about these materials send
for the free Manuel issued by the Children's
Book Council, 50 West 53rd St., New York 19.
Kenworthy, Leonard S. Asia in the social
studies curriculum. 1951. 44p. 506.
Order from: Leonard S. Kenworthy, Brooklyn
College, Brooklyn 10, New York.
Bibliography of books, pamphlets, magazine
articles, and audio-visual materials for use in
the elementary, junior and senior high school.
Kenworthy, Leonard S. Develooing world-minded
children; resources for elementary school
teachers. 1951. 36p. 30G. Obtainable at
same address as above.
Sources of materials on other lands and
peoples, and the United Nations and its
specialized agencies for use in elementary
schools. Includes materials for use by both
teachers and children.
Kunitz, Stanley J. and Haycraft, Howard. Thejunior book of authors. 2d ed., rev. H. W.
Wilson, 1951. 309p. #3.50.
Contains sketches of 289 authors and illus-
trators with 232 photographs or drawings. 160
sketches are repeated; 129 are new names.
Pronunciations of difficult names are indicated
phonetically in the bottom margins. Most
libraries will want to keep both editions since
many still popular authors who were included in
the first edition have been omitted from the
second. This is not a wholly satisfactory tool
for reference work as many important facts are
omitted from the autobiographical sketches. It
is, however, useful in preparing book talks and
book reports because of the anecdotes and human
interest materials included in many of the
sketches.
The Index to Volumes I-IV of the BULLETIN OF
THE CHILDREN'S BOOK CENTER is now available.
The price is 25% a copy and payment must be
included with orders for less than four
copies. Coin or stamps are acceptable.
w
~74~
'f //
^ 17'
~Y-c c·I,
2
i~L-~r
a~· -
